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MEET OUR FACULTY:The mission of the Master of Arts in Philosophy (MAPhil) 
is to develop students who are capable of serving their 
community and the Church successfully in a variety 
of vocations, including academic, parachurch, and 
ecclesiastical professions. The MAPhil degree is intended to 
offer students training in the critical and philosophical skills 
that are useful for their further academic study and also for 
their growth as followers of God. MAPhil graduates may 
continue their education at the doctoral level.

In addition, the MAPhil program contains a Certificate 
of Apologetics.  The coursework for the certificate is 18 
hours and overlaps with the MAPhil curriculum while 
also containing electives for those wishing to focus on 
apologetics.  A student can complete the certificate while in 
the MAPhil program or just pursue the certificate. 
Finally, there is an option to complete a research track as 
part of the program.  This track is ideal for students who 
desire to write a thesis and use that as the basis for further 
graduate work in philosophy.
 
AdvAntAges And OppOrtunities

The faculty of in the MAPhil program are excellent teachers 
and nationally known scholars.  Faculty have achieved 
terminal degrees from the University of Notre Dame, St. 
Louis University, University of California-Riverside, Baylor 
University and Northwestern University.  A particular 
strength of the program is in apologetics, intelligent design, 
and philosophy of religion.  In the MAPhil program you 
will be in small classes with some of the leading public 
intellectuals in Christian philosophy and apologetics.

John Mark Reynolds 
HBU Provost, Professor in 
Philosophy

John Mark Reynolds (Ph.D., 
University of Rochester) is 
founder and former director of 
the Torrey Honors Institute at 

Biola University. He is also a Founder and Distinguished 
Speaker of Wheatstone Ministries. Dr. Reynolds lectures 
frequently on ancient philosophy, philosophy of science, 
home schooling and cultural trends. He regularly appears 
on radio talk shows, such as the Hugh Hewitt Show, and 
actively blogs on cultural issues at ScriptoriumDaily.com 
and the Washington Post’s “On Faith” column. 

Jerry Walls
Professor in Philosophy

Jerry L. Walls has a Ph.D. in 
philosophy from Notre Dame, and 
is the author of over eighty articles 
and reviews, and a dozen books, 
including a trilogy on heaven, hell 
and purgatory.  His co-authored 

book (with David Baggett) Good God: The Theistic 
Foundations of Morality (Oxford, 2011) was named 
the outstanding book in apologetics and evangelism by 
Christianity Today in their annual book awards.  Before 
coming to Houston Baptist, he was a Research Fellow 
for two years in the Center for Philosophy of Religion at 
Notre Dame.



The Philosophy Department at HBU also hosts a 
national philosophy conference every year.  The past 
two years the themes have been Virtue Ethics and 
Epistemology, and Divine and Human Agency and 
Action.

After grAduAtiOn

Graduates of the MPhil program will be well 
positioned for a variety of opportunities.  The 
MAPhil can provide the educational framework 
needed for parachurch ministry or teaching 
opportunities.  In addition graduates may choose to 
pursue further graduation education in philosophy at 
the PhD level or use their philosophy background to 
pursue and education in theology or law.
For more information, contact the Chair of the 
department, Dr. Russell Hemati: MAPhil@hbu.edu

Dr. William Abraham of Southern Methodist University 
delivers the keynote at our 2012 philosophy conference. 
This annual event gives our students access to some of 
America’s brightest minds in Christian philosophy.

Links:     Requirements     |     Scholarships

Apply at www.hbu.edu/MAPhil-Apply

Bruce Gordon
Associate Professor of the History and 
Philosophy of Science

Dr. Gordon holds a Ph.D. in the History 
and Philosophy of Science (Physics) 
from Northwestern University, as well as 
masters degrees in analytic philosophy 
from the University of Calgary and 
systematic theology and apologetics from 

Westminster Theological Seminary. He is the author of a variety 
of articles in scholarly journals and the co-editor and contributor 
of two books: The Nature of Nature: Examining the Role of 
Naturalism in Science (ISI Books, 2011) and the forthcoming 
Biological Information: New Perspectives (Springer-Verlag, 2012). 
Dr. Gordon has taught at Northwestern University, the University 
of Notre Dame, Baylor University, Biola University, and The King’s 
College, as well as served as Research Director for the Center for 
Science and Culture at Discovery Institute, where he remains a 
Senior Fellow. 

Mike Licona
Associate Professor in Theology

Mike Licona (Ph.D.), president of Risen 
Jesus, Inc., is the author of numerous 
books including The Resurrection 
of Jesus: A New Historiographical 
Approach (IVP Academic, 2010), Paul 
Meets Muhammad (Baker, 2006), 
co-author with Gary Habermas of 

the award-winning book The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus 
(Kregel, 2004) and co-editor with William Dembski of Evidence for 
God: 50 Arguments for Faith from the Bible, History, Philosophy, 
and Science (Baker, 2010). Mike is a member of the Evangelical 
Philosophical Society, the Institute for Biblical Research, and 
the Society of Biblical Literature. He has spoken on more than 
50 university campuses and has appeared on dozens of radio and 
television programs.

MEET OUR FACULTY:

FACULTY NOT PICTURED

• JEFFREY GREEN

• GARY HARTENBURG

• JEREMY NEILL

• EVAN GETZ

• RUSSEL HEMATI (chair) email: MAPhil@hbu.edu

http://www.hbu.edu/Choosing-HBU/Academics/Graduate-Programs/Admission-Requirements.aspx
http://www.hbu.edu/Choosing-HBU/Academics/Graduate-Programs/Scholarships.aspx

