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International fame has
touched the HBU campus
through the work of 
Dr. Ann Gebuhr. Known
by her faculty and
students as a thoughtful
administrator, visionary,
and friend, it was for her
compositional gifts that
the Rockefeller
Foundation selected her
for one of their most
coveted awards, their
Scholar in Residence
Fellowship. Like the 12th
century abbess, Hildegard of Bingen, Dr. Gebuhr has earned the respect
of her colleagues, friends, and critics through her wisdom, academic and
scholarly endeavors, administrative leadership, caring personality,
spiritual depth, personal integrity and compositional gifts.

Dr. Ann Gebuhr earned three degrees from Indiana University: B.M.
in Piano Performance, M.M. in Music Theory, and a Ph.D. in Music
Theory. She was a tenured faculty member at Northern State University,
in Aberdeen, South Dakota prior to coming to HBU in 1978. Named
chair of HBU’s Department of Theory/Composition, her skills as a
teacher, wisdom as an administrator of this department and
contributions to the University led to her appointment as Associate Dean
for the College of Arts and Humanities and Director of the School of
Music in 1996. Under her leadership, the School of Music has grown in
numbers, the faculty has grown in quality and reputation, and alumni
have set new records of accomplishment. Dr. James Taylor, Dean of the
College of Arts and Humanities recently affirmed Gebuhr’s contributions
to the University: “Ann is a remarkable person. She is an outstanding
t e a c h e r, accomplished composer, and able administrator. Most of all, she
cares about her students, her colleagues, and her friends. The School of
Music is enriched by her presence.” Upon reflection of her years at HBU,
Dr. Gebuhr stated that the strength of the School of Music rested with

Dear Alums and Friends –

It is always a pleasure to be
able to greet you each fall in this
excellent publication.  Through the
year we hear from many of you and
we are so pleased to know that the
Upbeat is such a welcome arrival in
your mailbox.

We are
excited this year to
welcome a new
faculty member,
Prof. Rick Piersall.
He is an excellent
teacher and a
wonderful baritone.

I hope you have the opportunity to
meet and hear him.  He is offering a
faculty recital this year in the newly
refurbished Mabee Theater.

We have new alums teaching
in Fort Bend, Alief, Katy and Harris
County districts, and there are now
alums at Baylor (Lauren Thompson
Shelton), Oklahoma (Ryan Kelly),
New York University (Josh
Hortman), and in January at USC
(Chanda Dancy).  We might graduate
as many as twenty-seven this year,
adding considerably to the number of
alums out and about in our world!

Please keep in touch with us
and let us know where you are, what
you are doing and how your family is
growing!  We look forward to seeing
many of you at our concerts this year.

With best wishes –
Ann Gebuhr

Editor: Dr. Rhonda Furr / Assistant Editor: Darlene Gamiochipi ’03 Vol. 5 Fall 2002

Dean’s Letter

continued on p. 3

Dr. Ann Gebuhr — by Rhonda Furr

A Modern-day Hildegard von Bingen

Ann Gebuhr at  Rockefeller Study Conference in Bellagio, Italy.
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Houston Baptist University — School of Music

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

The Houston Baptist University School of Music fully supports, reflects and is
bound by the statement of purpose adopted by the Trustees of the University.

VISION, MISSION AND PURPOSE*

VISION
To be recognized as one of metropolitan America’s premier academic Christian
i n s t i t u t i o n s .

MISSION
Houston Baptist University, a Christian, liberal arts institution, pre p a res students
for meaningful lives and work, and for service to God and the peoples of the
w o r l d .

Approved by the Board of Trustees , February 26, 2002

PURPOSE

The University welcomes and extends its resources to those who strive for
academic excellence. The faculty, staff, and administrators are committed to
providing a responsive and intellectually stimulating environment that:

• fosters spiritual maturity, strength of character, and moral virtue as
the foundation for successful living;

• develops professional behaviors and personal characteristics for life-
long learning and service to God and to the community;

• meets the changing needs of the community and society; and
• remains faithful to the “Nature of the Institution.”

The University offers a broad range of programs and services committed to
liberal arts eduction that are designed to promote the growth of the whole
person. The undergraduate programs familiarize students with the principal
bodies of knowledge, cultural viewpoints, belief systems, and aesthetic
perspectives that affect them and their world. The graduate programs provide
advanced educational opportunities to develop ethical and capable scholars and
practitioners who can contribute to their academic disciplines and to society.
The integration of scholarship, service, and spirituality essential to liberal arts
education is nurtured in an environment of open inquiry.

Approved by the Board of Trustees , February 2000

The School of Music faculty believes and recognizes that musical talent and
ability are gifts from God and that the School of Music has the responsibility
of stewardship with its students. It is also true that the student has
responsibility for stewardship of his/her gift, and that the educational
experience at Houston Baptist University must be a mutual effort to develop
God-given potential as far as is possible in the time available. The regulations
and requirements of the varying curricula are intended to help in development
of self discipline, an absolutely necessary skill for all musicians which is
necessary to the development of potential and mature stewardship of gifts.

It is the nature and position of the School of Music to offer traditional training
methods, as well as current technologies so as to present a challenging,
fundamental education that will serve each student in whatever musical career
each is called to pursue. The curricula emphasize enduring styles while
equipping students to function in a wide variety of professional musical
situations. Additionally, the School offers exposure to music that is functional
or entertainment-oriented in nature (the purpose and use of these types of
music are not questioned or negated, but their limited applicability is
recognized).

As its means of realizing the above University Purpose Statement in and
through its curricula and programs, the School of Music offers training and
experience to its majors that:

• present literature, theory, history and information about the art of music
that reflects the development of music over past millennia as well as current
trends;

• challenge majors to develop performance, analytical, aural, and leadership
skills that will serve them as musicians in multiple areas of service and
opportunity;

• offer the opportunities to develop research, compositional, and writing
skills that will stimulate and make possible continued study and learning
for a lifetime;

• encourage healthy competition and cooperative learning in an environment
of support and encouragement from both faculty mentors and peers;

• offer opportunities for solo and ensemble performance with close personal
guidance by professionals.

Unanimous faculty adoption, 19 February 1996

From the Editor:
Dear Alumni:

Your response to our newsletter continues to be
appreciated, making such a project an important part of
our School of Music’s outreach.  Your suggestions continue
to help us make improvements to our newsletter. A new
feature this year is “Keeping in Touch with Faculty.”  We
hope you will use the email and postal addresses to
continue the friendships with your professors that
developed during your tenure at HBU.  The faculty (former
and present) welcome your contacts and look forward to
reconnecting with you.

I want to personally thank my co-
editor, Darlene Gamiochipi, ’03, for her
assistance with this newsletter.  Darlene is
completing a B.A. in Music (Vocal
Performance) and Spanish.  She hopes to
graduate in May with honors.  She notes:
“When that long-awaited day comes, the
diploma earned should not only say
DARLENE GAMIOCHIPI, but should in
all fairness include the name of my husband Antonio, and
my children, Shawn, Jeffrey, Arlene and Ryan Gamiochipi,
because without their patience, support, love and help, this
day wouldn't have been possible.” 

Many of you know Dr. Ann Gebuhr as your former
music theory teacher, while others also know her as the
Chair of our School of Music.  Few may realize the extent
of her giftedness and contributions, so perhaps this feature
article will give you a new appreciation for this fine lady
that leads us here at HBU.  Those of us that work under
her continue to be grateful for the many ways she enriches
our lives.

Sincerely,

Rhonda Furr, Editor

Gamiochipi

Rhonda Furr, Editor
rfurr@hbu.edu
281-649-3000 x2306

HBU

www.hbu.edu/music/



While in Italy, she continued work on her symphony,
Voyage d’Anima or Voyage of the Soul, much of
which she presented via PowerPoint, the piano and
CD for the other resident scholars. The second
movement, or musical essay (so called because of its
ability to be performed alone) is entitled: Soliloquy:
After 9/11. The movement’s version for piano and
voice was performed at SMU and in Mabee Theater
in September by faculty member Dan Kramlich,
piano, and soprano Dalma Boronkai, ’00. Ms.
Boronkai notes,“Dr. Gebuhr’s sensitivity and
compassionate nature shines through her compositions.
I admire the complete responsibility she takes
whenever she composes and presents her pieces. She
knows exactly the feelings she wants to portray in her
music and she accomplishes them in very effective
ways. It is a joy to know and to work with Dr. Gebuhr. ”

Even prior to her recent recognition by the
Rockefeller Foundation, Dr. Gebuhr was a recognized
composer. Her works have been performed around
the United States and in Europe, including
performances by the Houston Symphony,
Indianapolis Symphony, Evergreen Chamber
Orchestra, the Waterloo Symphony and the
Filharmonica George Enescu of Bucharest, Romania.
She is a MacDowell Colony Fellow and is the first
woman to be awarded the Creative Artist Award in
Composition by the Cultural Arts Council of
Houston/Harris County. Her works include two
operas: Brian Boru,
1991, and Bonhoeffer,
2000, her symphony
Voyage d’Anima, 2002,
as well as forty-five
other instrumental,
vocal and choral
works. 

Her compositional
process goes well
beyond simply creating
musical sounds that
work melodically,
harmonically and
musically. Dr. Gebuhr
takes the time to study
her subject matter in-depth. Her interest in Bonhoeff e r,
for instance, began during her undergraduate
academic years at Indiana University where she was
introduced to his writing by her mentor and friend,
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the faculty and staff. “I am very proud to be a
member of such a fine, professional, and dedicated
group of musicians. I think we have strong and
pertinent curricula, which, coupled with small class
size and the mentoring offered by everyone in the
School, offers a unique place for young musicians to
learn and grow.”

Despite her many administrative duties and other
areas of interest, Dr. Gebuhr remains a devoted
teacher. In addition to her composition students, she
teaches a range of classes from freshman theory to
classes at the master’s level. According to Dr. Jon
Suter, Librarian and teacher in the MLA program,
“Dr. Gebuhr’s classes in the interdisciplinary Master
of Liberal Arts program have been popular, even for
those with little or no background in music. Her two
most popular courses range from the medieval world
of Hildegard von Bingen to the Paris of Boulanger,
Hemingway and Picasso.” Dr. Gebuhr continues to
keep in touch with alumni, often serving as their
mentor long after they graduate. 

• “I am really fortunate to have a good friend and mentor like
Ann. She is one of those remarkable people whose life and work
demonstrates her profound spiritual dimension. She has taught me, by
her example, that the creative work we do, whether it be performing,
composing, teaching, or other, is about serving others through the
expression of truth and love. She is completely devoted to her
friends, colleagues and students. She never feels the need to succeed
at someone else’s expense. She helps people succeed by encouraging
and supporting them.” 

— Carol Nave ’97

• "Dr. Gebuhr was and still is more to me than just my
composition professor.  She and I are able to see and hear the same
things at the same time whether it deals with music, people, and even
spiritual matters.  She was so incredibly inspiring and patient and she
allowed me to express myself in my own way without any restraints.
I know that I have grown as a musician because of her guidance.”

— Chanda Dancy ’01

• “I feel that Dr. Gebuhr’s most remarkable contribution is in
the role of mentor.  She provides sound guidance, never imposing her
own wishes, but rather helping students to make the decisions that
will be best for them and for their future, and meanwhile providing
them with the model of a truly exemplary musician and person.”

— Josh Hortman ’02

Dr. Gebuhr’s gifts as a composer continue to
bring her recognition throughout the artistic world.
Most recently, she was awarded a Scholar in
Residence Fellowship by the Rockefeller Foundation
for a month-long residency at the Study and
Conference Center in Bellagio, Italy. The only
musician to be awarded this honor, she joined
anthropologists, philosophers, and a former president
of Hungary at the Center for the month of study.

GEBUHR  continued from p. 1

continued on p. 4
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Sr. Louise Szkodzinski, BVM. Bonhoeffer’s writings
led her to study his life and theology. During the
research phase for her opera Bonhoeffer, she spent
time discussing Bonhoeffer’s work with Dr. Harold
Raley, Director of HBU’s Master of Liberal Arts
program. When asked about Dr. Gebuhr’s interest in
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Dr. Raley responded: “A wise
person once said: ‘We do what we can in this life and
then we leave our work in this world so that God can
do with it as He wishes.’ Bonhoeffer left behind the
work he was able to accomplish and God surely
placed it on Ann Gebuhr’s heart to honor and
continue his mission. In the profound Christian
spirituality of her music and the heartbreaking beauty
of its transcendent vision, Bonhoeffer’s voice,
seemingly stilled by untimely death, speaks to us
again with exalted power and majesty. There could
hardly be a finer tribute to the great theologian, yet
there is a further dimension to her work, for it stands
as her personal Christian testimony to the ‘hope that
lies within us.’”

In a recent interview, Dr. Gebuhr was asked to
identify her mentors. “My dear and much loved
piano professor at Indiana, Alfonso Montecino, also
a wonderful composer, was my first mentor. He and
his wife, Siri Garson Montecino, really gave me my
musical ‘wings’ with their loving encouragement and
support — which continues to the present day. As far
as learning how to write gratefully for the
instruments of the orchestra — and how to put a
credible and legible orchestra score and individual
parts together — no one can surpass Robert Linder.
His encouragement, support and interest, as well as
the incredible amount of time spent with my scores is
humbling and deeply gratifying for me. To say
nothing of his commitment to the premieres of both
operas. He knows my music better than anyone alive
— and still encourages me!!! I know he has
encouraged so many others too, quietly but fiercely!
He is an inspiration as a teacher and mentor.” 

Dr. Robert Linder, former Dean of the College of
Fine Arts, conductor extraordinaire, offered the
following on Ann Gebuhr. “When I think of Dr. Ann
Gebuhr — words such as steady, unflappable, and
focused come to mind — coupled with ‘grace under
pressure.’ There are two incidents that illustrate these
characteristics. One was in Miller Outdoor Theatre
during the premiere of Brian Boru, her epic opera.
We had gotten through dress rehearsal, and the fog in
the opening scene was in need of a bit of

reinforcement for opening night. Opening night was
warmer and with lots of Houston humidity. The
opera opened, the fog machine was turned on and the
fog rolled in like on San Francisco Bay. It enveloped
the singers on stage, the chorus in the pit and the
entire orchestra. I could feel her over my shoulder as

I was looking for anyone visible to cue — She was
probably standing there thinking ‘Oh! Just Deal With
It,’ ha.” The second time was at Penn State University
at the BONHOEFFER conference where we
performed a ‘stand up’ version of her opera. The
orchestra contractor came to me on dress rehearsal
night and said: ‘You have no flute player — there has
been an emergency — and we are trying to find a
substitute.’ If you know anything about Dr. Gebuhr’s
opera, Bonhoeffer, it is definitely not for your
average flute player. I was rather wild and full of
anxiety, but Dr. Gebuhr just knew everything would
be fine. Sure enough, the substitute turned out to be
an incredible Julliard flute player who read the part
like the funny papers.  Dr. Gebuhr just beamed
through the whole ordeal. Yes, she is unflappable. She
can take the heat. That’s what you want ‘running the
ship.’”

For Ann Gebuhr, the highlights of her HBU career
have centered on teaching and watching young
musicians grow, graduate and become successful in
their adult lives. She notes: “Over the past years,
there have been so many graduates, and hearing from
them now and then is a special delight.” Compositionally,
she cited the HBU premieres of both her operas as
particular highlights. “What could be better than

GEBUHR continued from p.3

Ann Gebuhr and violinist Rodica Weber prior to the
premier of Gebuhr’s work in Romania.
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HBU Artist in
Residence Mr. John
Hendrickson, piano, and
Affiliate Artist Rodica
Weber, violin, gave their
Carnegie Hall debut to a
sold out audience at Weill
Recital Hall on Easter
weekend.  Their recital
received rave reviews from

HBU Duo Debut at Carnegie Hall

giving birth with participation and ‘labor pains’
shared by the colleagues and students you love
working with?!” The orchestral premieres of her
music by the Houston Symphony, Indianapolis
Philharmonic, and Bucharest Filharmonica were
especially memorable. 

Anyone who knows Ann Gebuhr recognizes
within her a spiritual depth and maturity not
typically found within laity. She is active as a
member of Christ the King Lutheran Church in
Houston and is a member of the Division for
Spiritual Formation of the Episcopal Diocese of
Houston/Galveston and the Gulf Coast Synod for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Her
spiritual convictions and her caring spirit created the
foundation for her work as a Stephen’s minister.

Part of the fabric of Ann Gebuhr is her ability to
reach out to people, making friends in all areas of
her life. Norma Lowder, former principal of
Houston’s High School for the Performing and Visual
Arts, and named “Mentor Emeritus” at HBU,
recently reflected on Ann: “A quiet, humble worker,
she is a friend in actions as well as words. A gracious
hostess to students and staff, Dr. Gebuhr will invite
friends who have no local family to celebrate the
holidays in her home. She sometimes hosts receptions
for students who have crossed a special milestone, or
invites a class to meet at her home—dinner included.
I have known her to vacate her home so that visiting
artists might have a special place and time together.
How do I know? I’ve been there, done that! Thanks,
Ann.”

Her friend and neighbor, Rochelle Manske,
shares a similar perspective: “When I think of my
friend Ann, the one quality that stands out in my

mind (and I see it manifest itself everyday), is her
spirit of unbounded generosity.  She gives of her time,
her home, her possessions, her talent, her love, herself
to everyone around her.  I've watched that spirit
spread in ever widening circles to her friends, family,
students, staff, colleagues and church.  The truly
beautiful thing about her is she doesn't even know
the gift she's giving or the lesson she's teaching just
by being who she is! I count it a very great blessing
to be her friend.”

While it is difficult to summarize the many
contributions of Ann Gebuhr, her long-time
colleague, administrator and friend Dr. Don Looser,
Vice-President for Academic Affairs, shares his
thoughts on this remarkable woman: “Ann Gebuhr is
the consummate model of the scholar teacher. She has
continued to perfect her craft as a composer over the
years of her faculty appointment and has enhanced
her reputation and her standing among fellow
musicians through the quality and constancy of her
work. She represents the epitome of modeling
behavior for students to emulate. She has
distinguished herself as a pedagog and as a composer.
In addition, her deep spiritual commitment and
fervor adds a dimension to her work and to her
effectiveness with students that characterizes the
highest traditions of the Christian scholar at HBU.
She serves effectively to relate the School of Music to
the Houston community and to the nation-at-large.
She constantly goes the second mile to enrich the
campus environment through voluntary leadership in
seminars, lectures, cultural partnerships, and
institutional friend making. And, in it all, she has
remained the same accessible friend that has long
characterized the person she is.  Houston Baptist
University honors the legacy of contributions of 
Dr. Ann Gebuhr.”

GEBUHR continued from p. 4

their audience and the duo was invited to return next
year in June with their HBU faculty trio, Tre Voci.
Weber noted: “This experience was a ‘dream come
true.’  The hall offered incredible acoustics and the
audience was enthusiastically receptive.”  Of their
outstanding performance, New York Magazine wrote:
“Very calm and secure playing with perfect technique.
Their sensitive interpretation transports you to a
different world.”  

Congratulations John and Rodica!
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Each year HBUpbeat will showcase a music
alumnus. The alumnus selected for this honor
was chosen by a committee.

— by Darlene Gamiochipi, ’03

Eminent, celebrated, illustrious,
noteworthy and great are all adjectives
used to describe someone who has
distinguished themselves above the
ordinary — one who is considered by
many to be exceptionally outstanding.
These words describe one of our own
graduates: Rev. Pete Sanchez.  Attending
HBU at two different points in his career
as a Music and Christianity major, Pete’s
unassuming character gave no hint of the
scope of his fame.  In a recent letter of
recommendation for a teaching position
at the University of Mobile, Dr. Rhonda Furr,
Professor of Music, states:  “When Pete returned to
HBU to complete his undergraduate degree, he was
in my classroom for two
consecutive years
studying Music
Literature and Music
History.  His quiet
demeanor gave no hint
of how much I would
learn from him over the
years.  Ultimately, he has
become the teacher and I
the student ... I know of
no other person to
whom I could offer a
higher recommendation
than this great man.”

Rev. Sanchez credits
Dr. Arthur Travis as
“singularly pivotal in my
coming to genuine faith
in Jesus Christ.  It was
his words and example that God used to capture this
seeker’s heart.”  During the first period that Pete

attended HBU, beginning in the Fall of
1967, he met the single most important
person in his life.  Karen Gayle Badger-
Sanchez was “the young beauty who
would later become my wife of now 29
years.”  Although he did not complete
his undergraduate studies at that time, he
later returned and successfully attained a
Bachelor of Science in Music and
Christianity.  In those formative years,
although he is grateful to many of his
teachers, Dr. R. Paul Green and Dr.
Robert Linder were among his musical

mentors. He notes: “Their musical genius and
influence remains with me to this day.”  His musical
training blossomed while working with the College
Singers where he served as a vocalist, percussionist,

and arranger.  During
the years to follow, Pete
became absorbed in his
ministry work at
Houston’s Christ
Covenant Church.  In
1992, Linder again
provided the
encouragement he
needed to return to his
studies.  He was also
greatly influenced by the
professionalism and
personal warmth of such
teachers as David Capes,
Randy Hatchett, Curtis
Freeman, Gene Wofford,
and Rhonda Furr.  After
completing his degree at

HBU in 1994, he decided to continue his studies.
Pete received the  Riverside Baptist Church
Scholarship which enabled him to complete a

Pete Sanchez

Used by permission of composer.



7

Masters in Divinity with Biblical Languages at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He is
presently a candidate for Doctor of Ministry—
Concentration in Proclamation, also at SWBTS.

Apart from his various positions in teaching and
ministry throughout the years, Pete has continued to
regularly compose, arrange and publish music for
congregational worship, church choirs and special
music.  Although Pete’s name is found in indexes of
dozens of congregational songbooks and hymnals, it
is his song I Exalt Thee that has touched the hearts
of people across the nation and around the world.
Pete was asked to share the inspiration that led him
to compose this song.  “My inspiration for I Exalt
Thee was the Book of Psalms and, in particular, an
obscure verse in Psalm 97—verse 9.  As part of my
personal devotions, I had committed to writing one
song from every Psalm.  It was during one of these
private times that I wrote the verse to the song.
However, the well-known chorus eluded me for some
months.  While preparing to go to church one
morning, I once again sat at my piano and returned
to the simple melody I had sung some months before.
But this time, something different occurred.  In one
electric moment that I’ve only been able to describe
as my ‘having stepped into a different place,’ the
chorus was born. Although I enjoyed the song for its
devotional value, clearly I felt I had written far better
songs.  But God’s sense of choice overwhelmed me as
the song went around the world in a few brief years
without my ever “shopping” the song to a publisher
or artist.  For reasons known only to the Lord of the
Church, the song has continued to express the
worship of God’s people in every denomination and
in every nation.  It has become a ‘classic.’  But no
one is more surprised or humbled by its popularity
and tenure than me.”  A sample of Pete’s other
popular Christian songs include: Bless the Lord O
My Soul; Create In Me a Clean Heart; Spirit of the
Living God; It Is You; Song for the Bride; Holy,
Holy Is the Lord; But As For Me; Who Is Like Our
God; How Beautiful You Are; and Lord, I Want to
Know You.  

During the years since his graduation from HBU,
Pete’s singular most significant responsibility has
been as Pastor of Christ Covenant Church in
Houston.  Dennis Jamison, a long-time friend and
the new pastor at Christ Covenant, reflected on Pete
as a minister, worship leader and Christian
songwriter. “One of the characteristics of Pete’s life
is that he desires to be pleasing to the Lord and for
all that he does to give glory to God. As a
songwriter of worship music, Pete’s goal is to
worship the Lord and to help others enter into
worship through his music. He is a man who has
responded to God’s call on his life by investing in
others that they might be transformed by God’s
grace and power.”

After years as a pastor, Pete has recently accepted
a position as Dean of Education with the Worship
Ministries division of Integrity Media.  His
responsibilities include the oversight of the Integrity
Worship Institute, an equipping center for pastors,
worship leaders, and musicians.  The Institute
currently partners with the University of Mobile,
where Pete will also have teaching responsibilities.
“My long term goal is to help Integrity’s President,
Mike Coleman, build an accredited school of
worship that brings together the best gifts of
theologians who love the church, pastors who build
the church, and artists who serve the church.”

Firmly believing that “craft and competency
must reflect the character of God,” he has some
practical suggestions for aspiring young musicians,
interested in composing music:  “Work hard at your
craft.  Co-write whenever possible.  Seek honest
adjudication of your music from competent people;
listen to their counsel.  Test your work, if applicable,
through your church leadership and the singing of
your congregation.  Submit your work to numerous
publishers.  Let rejection teach you humility.  Rest in
the assurance that God is for you, not against you.
On a deeper level, the best contemporary
songwriters I know are men and women who have
been transformed by their personal encounters with
a living God.  With them, I believe that craft and
competency must reflect the character of God.”

Dr. David Capes, Chair of the HBU Christianity Department, offered these words about this servant of God:

As I have traveled and spoken in churches across Houston, Pete’s reputation often has preceded. He is well
known and loved across our city as a man of good reputation, spiritually and theologically attuned. Seldom
have I met one more consistent in his walk with God. Through the years Pete has been a terrific friend to me,
a man of real integrity and spiritual depth. He is the real thing, plain and simple . He is like Jesus.

}
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MILFORD KUHN
6900 Preston Rd. #2922
Plano, TX 75024
214-738-6180
milford.kuhn@verizon.com

Received a BME from HBU.
Completed an MM, at Miami
University, and (ABD) PhD at
University of Maryland. Is currently a
long term Care Specialist for the
National Health Admin., and a choir
member at Prestenwood Baptist
Church, Plano, TX.

ELIZABETH TURNER (Price)
turnerpa@earthlink.net

Update: Continues as an Elementary
Music Teacher at Torrance Unified
School District, and Minister of Music
at South Bay Christian Church,
Redondo Beach.

1968

KARIN JAMESON
New Address:
P.O. Box 2427
Bellaire, TX 77402

1969

CAROL SUE COLE
(Bond)
PO Box 10536
College Station, TX 77842-2036
979-690-3010

JIM MOONEY
eleganta@viptx.net

Update: Retired from Houston ISD in
December 2000, but frequently
substitutes at the Jr. and Sr. High in
Flatonia, TX.  Also teaches a home-
bound 5-year old boy. Drives for a
local Chevrolet dealer and one in
Victoria, works with artist/wife in her
business doing weekend art/craft
shows, and is living in and re-doing a
Spanish house built in 1927.  He also
enjoys visiting with his grandson.  

1970

RENEE GRIFFIN 
(Franseé)

Update: Currently in 7th year at
Spring Baptist Church as Orchestra
Director and Pianist.

1971

RUTH MCMAHAN 
(Kingsbury)
ruthmcmahan@fortbend.k12.tx.us

NANCY PARSONS
New Address:
633 4th Avenue #14
Salt Lake City, UT 84103

LINDA RACHEL 
(Hull)
P.O. Box 296
Bluefield, WV 24701
lrachel@wisdommedia.com

Programming Adm. Manager
Wisdom Television
P.O. Box 1546
127 North Street
Bluefield, WV 24701
304-323-800 x 8215
Fax: 304-323-2975
http://www.wisdommedia.com

1972

ED FLORES 
alegria3@juno.com

Update: Current assignment in
teaching has allowed him to begin an
after school choir, the Cat Singers (the
mascot is the catamount).  Choir
performs in nursing homes, major
school programs, 8th grade
graduation. Doctorate in
administration and supervision to be
completed sometime in the next two
years. Currently professor of voice at
the College of Biblical Studies for the
Hispanic studies program. Teaches
ESL at several locations including the
Korean Learning Institute of Texas.
Mission work with team from Christ
Covenant Church to San José, Costa
Rica and Cuba.

VICKI R.WILSON 
(Drews-Davis)
vrwilson@ebicom.net

Update: Supervisor of Choral
Activities at Tupelo High School,
working with 325 students.
Coordinates 5 choirs, 2 show choirs,
a madrigal ensemble, and teaches a
theory class.

1975

ELIZABETH BEESON 

Update: Recently played organ/piano
for three local churches, served as
organist and director of music last
summer at St. Jerome Catholic
Church in Houston, taught music
classes to 7th and 8th grade and Pre-
K music at Regis Catholic School for
boys during fall of 2001, and also
played as a rehearsal pianist for First
United Methodist Churc h ’s pro d u c t i o n
“The Music Man” in 2001.
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and phone numbers may be found
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1976

BELINDA CANTU 
(Lartigue)
gbc@mail.com
86-871-825-7064

CHARLES COLVIN
cbcolvin@ev1.net

Update:  Minister of worship at First
Baptist Church, Universal City, TX.

1981

LEE ANN TURNER 
(Walker)
8820 Rowan Court
Louisville, KY 40291
502-493-0801
hlt@ntr.net

Bachelor of Music at HBU. Currently
self-employed and activities include:
Worship leader (leads worship with
husband, Bill, also a musician),
church staff music director, contract
musician, guitarist, producer, studio
player, and traveling concert singer
including South Africa (1986) and
United Kingdom. Recorded CD in
1990 titled “Fire by Night,” and is
currently recording another CD with
home recording equipment.

1982

THOMAS EMERICK 
112 Kensington Avenue
Trenton, NJ 08618
609-396-9241
tom744@comcast.net

Degree at HBU: BME. Full-time work
as Senior CRF Designer, J & J
Pharmaceutical Research and
Development, and for the past 13
years he has worked part-time as
Director of Music, of First
Presbyterian Church of Ewing.

RICHARD WILCOX

Update: Currently is the Managing
Director, KPMG LLP, and has
recently become the grandfather of
Kayla Brielle, 7/28/01.

ED YOUNGBLOOD 
1915 Newgulf Dr.
Boling, TX 77420
979-848-6912
eyoung@mastnet.net

Sales Manager at R.B. Stewart
Petroleum Inc.  He and his wife Pam
have three children, Zach, Amanda
and Ashley.

1985

ALAN T. REED 
alan.reed@fcps.edu

Update: Currently Music Director for
the 19th Street Baptist Church in
Washington, D.C., Praise and
Worship Leader for Evangel
Cathedral in Upper Marlboro, MD, a
music teacher for Pine Spring
Elementary School, an Executive
Board Member for Missions in Haiti,
as well as mentor teacher for NAACP.
Recently participated in the chorus of
The Washington Opera, in
Washington, D.C., and played a
supporting role in “Street Scene,” at
Wolf Trap Opera, in Vienna, VA.

DAVID MATHIS
davidm@fisi.net

Update: Currently a music teacher at
Emmanuel Baptist Academy and
Minister of Worship at Emmanuel
Baptist Church in Farmington, New
Mexico.

KEVIN MCBETH

Update: Currently Director of Music
at Manchester United Methodist
Church. Recently appointed Music
Director of the St. Louis Metro
Singers, serving as the Southwest
American Choral Directors
Association (SW-ALDA) R & S Chair
for Music and Worship. Will conduct
an all-St. Louis Chorus in a
performance of “Requiem” by John
Rutter in Carnegie Hall, November
2002.

1988

RITA COLEMAN 
(Rucksdashel)
rcoleman@fulbright.com

ELAINE DE ALMEIDA 
sdealmeida@pdg.net

DUSTIN RADABAUGH 
New Address:
915 Jicarilla, St.
Hobbs, NM 88240-0916
505-392-4088
dlradabaugh@earthlink.net

Received his BA at HBU.  Currently
the Associate Pastor of Worship at
Taylor Memorial Baptist Church in
Hobbs, N.M.

PAMELA RADABAUGH 
(Smith)
915 Jicarilla St.
Hobbs, N.M. 88240-0916
505-392-4088
dlradabaugh@earthlink.net

Received her Bachelor in Music
Education at HBU. Married to HBU
Music Alumnus, Dustin Radabaugh. 

JOHN W. SHIPP 
3612 Canterbury
Baytown, TX 77523
281-422-7557
Jwshipp57@aol.com

Wife–Sharon is now teaching 2nd
grade at Highlands Elementary in
Baytown.  Son–Dallas is a Junior at
Texas A & M University and studying
Journalism. Daughter–Kourtney is a
senior at Sterling High School in
Baytown, and will enter Sam Houston
State University in the fall as a
Nutrition Major.

1989

JENNY ABUHAMAD 
(Shepherd)
281-469-5678
rabuhamad@entraconinc.com

Update:  Son Theodore born 11/26/01
joins brother Thani and sisters
Annalee and Isabelle.
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SANDY BORREGO 
New Address:
4914 Creekview Drive
Houston, TX
281-470-1637
sborrego@deer-park.isd.tenet.edu
(school)
borregosa@aol.com

Bachelor in Music Education from
HBU. Currently the Choir Director at
Deepwater Jr. High School.

KATHRYN FERGUSON 
New Address:
7003 Willow Bridge Circle
Houston, TX 77095
832-593-9687
kleighfer@aol.com

Bachelor of Music in Vocal
Performance from HBU. Masters of
Music in Opera/Musical Theater from
Southern Illinois University in 1995.
Currently a Private Voice Teacher.

1990

CYNTHIA ALBRIGHT 
(McDowell)
Ph: 703-684-5018
Fx: 703-684-5019
www.albrightevents.com

JAMES REVILAS 
(wife – Brenda ’88)
New Address:
192 Ridge Way Lane
Clayton, NC 27520

1991

JACK MANN JR. 

Update: Married Gina (Vickrey)
Ogden (HBU ’91) on June 2, 2001.
Two sons: Josh: 6 and Ryan: 3.
Currently the Associate Pastor of
Youth and Discipleship, First Baptist
Church, in Jacinto City.

1992

MARCY BAYLIS 
(Willis)
New Address:
3012 Oak Creek Dr.
Pearland, TX 77581
281-412-3976

Update:  Currently a stay-home mom
and homemaker.  New daughter,
Abigail Grace Baylis born on April
18th. 

DAMON PEARCE 
New Address:
14211401 Buchta Rd.
Angleton, TX 77515
409-849-1253 Church
409-848-1493
pearcedamon@hotmail.com
www.northwaybaptist.com

1994

LYNN BROWN 
New Address:
18023 Ivory Crossing 
Cypress, TX 77433
713-353-0486
lbrown@allquestrealestate.com

TIFFANY HAMMOCK 
(Helmer)
Rt. 2, Box 206
Jacksonville, TX 75766
903-541-2417
bmats@risecom.net
(work)
thammock@jack.sprnet.org

Transferred to Sam Houston and
graduated in 1998. Currently
beginning graduate work in Kodaly
Pedagogy. Also teaching elementary
music in Jacksonville, TX.  Married
to Donnie Hammock and has two
daughters (age 3 and 5).  Donnie is
Business Manager at BMA
Theological Seminary in Jacksonville.

ERIC MAXWELL RYE
erm2425@msn.com

Update: Was promoted into a
supervisory position with the Dept. of
Business and Professional Regulation:
Customer Contact Center. Married
for 2 years to his wife Annie, and
they both share a house with four
cats!  

RUSS WOODS 
wonderlizard@hotmail.com
russthetexan@hotmail.com

Update: 2nd year teaching in Arizona.
New and more challenging “bunch of
students” than last year.  Also glad to
have recently completed his
Elementary Education coursework at
the University of Phoenix in Tucson.

1995

ANN BRYANT 
(Brillantes)
1701 Marlock
Pasadena, TX 77502
713-920-1462

Graduated with a BA in Music and
Mass Media.  Had previously received
Associate of Arts (in music) in 1991
from San Jacinto College.  In 2002,
earned MBA from LeTourneau
University.  Currently working
towards a Master’s Degree in Business
Administration.  Will graduate this
December.  Married David Michael
Bryant in 1997. For the past 6 years
has worked as volunteer with the
Texas Marine Mammal Stranding
Network in Galveston, TX. Also a
newly certified scuba diver.  This past
January she ran her first marathon at
Walt Disney World in Orlando!

KAYTHA GUARDIOLA 
(Coker)

Update: Teaching art at Second
Baptist Church and performing with
theaters around town.  Recent
productions include Maria in “Call
Me Madam” at Main Street Theatre
and Lucielle in “Parade.”  Currently
involved in “Songs for a New World”
and “Sweeney Todd” at Masquerade
Theater, along with husband Ilich.
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1996

EMMELINE KRAMLICH 
(Espinoza/Holmes)
2727 Elmside #430
Houston, TX 77042
281-685-7148
713-706-3727

Received a BA at HBU. Currently a
music teacher at Suzuki Music School
of Houston and mentor at Sneed
Elementary. Married to Dan
Kramlich, Associate Professor of
Music at HBU. 

1997

CHAD C. GRANT 
New Address:
201 S. Heights Blvd. #1717
Houston, TX 77007

Update: Program Coordinator for the
MFAH Bayou Bend Collection, and
has two published pieces.

RACHAEL JANTZ
New Address:
1421 SW. 136th
Oklahoma, OK 73170
405-691-5764

Update: Moved home to Oklahoma
City in April 2001. Established
new/full vocal studio.  Mentors high
school seniors in college enrollment
and selection.  Helped enroll
approximately 12 students in
Universities, majoring in music.
Michael, her husband received job
transfer with Halliburton Energy
Services as Senior Market Analyst.

CAROL NAVE 
cnave@indiana.edu

Update: Received an MM from
University of Houston (Music
Literature) in 2001. Currently
working on her DM (organ
performance, church music and music
history minors.)  Organist at First
Lutheran Church (ELCA) in
Columbus, IN. Performed a recital at
IU in April and serves as registrar-
treasurer of the Bloomington AGO
chapter.  Plans to begin work on a
certificate in resource development at
Regis University, concurrently with
her work at IU. Husband Bill teaches
music at Briar Grove Elementary
School and is the hand bell director at
HBU. They have two children, Becky
(23) and Sarah (18).

TAN TANG 
(Tran)
713-983-7708

Update: Children: Hope (4 yr.) &
Cheri (1 yr.). 2nd year in law school
at South Texas College of Law.
Working as legal intern with
Children’s Protective Division of the
Harris County Attorney’s Office.

JEFF RAGSDALE 
2919 Rockyridge
Houston, TX 77063
713-780-4393
jeffrags@ev1.net

Degree at HBU: BM in Vocal
Performance, Cum Laude.
Professional musical work involved in
since leaving HBU: Houston
Chamber Choir since fall 1998:
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Bach Society, 1994-1995 season and
again since fall 1998: Staff choir
singer at Central Presbyterian Church
from summer 1997 until this past
May.  Currently a staff singer with the
choir of Palmer Memorial Episcopal
(since May of this year), and also
“Sounds of Celebration” Sunday-
evening choir member at St. John the
Divine Episcopal. Still single and
hopes to go on to graduate school in
the near future.

1999

RYAN CLARK
New Address:
2716 Galemeadow Dr.
Ft. Worth, TX 76123
817-292-7089
jamesbond1223@aol.com

Update: Working on Masters of
Christian Music at SWBT Seminary.
Music Intern at Wedgewood Baptist
Church in Ft. Worth, TX.  Wife
Krista teaches 4th Grade.

KEVIN KLOTZ 
pianomankmk@aol.com

Update: Plans to graduate Fall 2002
from the University of Houston, with
a Master of Music in Choral
Conducting under Dr. Charles
Hausmann.  Will then begin
preliminary preparation for doctoral
degree. Continues as the assistant
music director at St. Laurence
Catholic Church in Sugar Land.

KARINA ROMERO 
(Soto)
3543 Lakearies Lane
Katy, TX 77449
kvromero@yahoo.com

2000

KELLY LYN CROSBY 
New Phones:
Hm. 281-242-4126
Wk. 281-649-3000 x2212
Cell. 281-467-7505
kcrosby@hbu.edu
(2nd email address)

Update: Currently is the
Administrative Assistant for
Department of Christianity &
Philosophy, HBU. Kids’ Club Choir
D i re c t o r, We s t b u ry UMC, Houston, TX.
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LUKE DAHN 
100 Western Ave., Apt D5
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
616-808-4509
luke.dahn@wmich.edu

Graduated from HBU with a BM in
Theory and Composition. In 2nd year
of graduate studies at Western
Michigan University, pursuing an MM
in composition.  Has an assistantship
at WMU and teaches a course on the
rudiments of music theory.

ADRIENNE FRY
New Address: 
3619 Walnut Forest Lane
Spring, TX 77388
713-705-7835 (cell)

Update: Part-time Music Director at
First Baptist Spring Branch Church,
and Choir Director at Spring Woods
High School.  Received a “one”
rating in concert at UIL concert and
sight-reading.
Returning to school for her teaching
certificate and graduate work in
choral conducting.

KELLY GRACE 
New Address:
13334 Myrna Lane
Houston, TX 77015

STEVEN M. LANG 
15331 Hillside Park Way
Cypress, TX 77429
281-256-3805
slang1@houston.rr.com

Bachelor of Arts from HBU.
Currently a Risk Analyst for
Telecheck.  Proud new father of
Mason Nicholas Lang, born on
October 26, 2001.

ARMANDO RODRIGUEZ 
New Address:
16422 N. Mist Drive
Houston, TX 77073

AMANDA SOMERS 
asdiva77@aol.com

Bachelor in Music Education from
HBU.  Offered a job in the Fort Bend
School District, at Barrington Place
Elementary School.

2001

DENISE BUTLER 
New Address:
606A Verhalen Road
Alvin, TX 77511

SANDRA BREWER 
18 Liberty Bell Circle
Houston, TX 77014
713-461-6249
brewers@springbranchisd.com

BMTC from HBU.  Currently choir
director at St. Joseph Orthodox
Christian Church. Also music teacher
in Spring Branch ISD at Sherwood
Elementary.

JEFF RODRIGUEZ 
3601 N. Bicentennial #26
McAllen, TX 78501
jefrodriguez@cur.mcallen.isd.tenet.edu

Teaching music to 6th-12th graders in
McAllen ISD. Music assistant at both
Lincoln Middle School and Nikki
Rowe High School, teaching Low
Brass/Marching and Jazz Band.  All is
going well with him and he feels he
has found his “place in the music
world.”

DONNA RAE FENDER 
1046 Dominion Drive
Katy, TX 77450
281-646-0881
twodfender@juno.com

Received Bachelor of Music from
HBU.  Currently is a music teacher
for Katy ISD, at Hutsell Elementary.
Attending Southwest Texas State
University  working on a Masters in
Music History/Literature.

LAUREN SHELTON 
(Thompson)
2222 Colcord
Waco, TX 76707
254-752-6142
die-zauberflote@hotmail.com

Received B.M. in Vocal Performance
from HBU.  Married Ross Shelton in
2001.  Working on Master of Church
Music program at Baylor University.
Also, currently a Teacher’s Assistant
at Baylor University.

2002

KATHRYN CHANCEY 
(Kratz)
713-981-6928
sonshine77074@yahoo.com

Received Bachelor of Music from
HBU.  Substitute teacher for AISD,
and clarinet soloist for the Orchestra
of Sugar Creek Baptist Church.
Currently working on her
Certification for secondary education
and ESL.

RYAN KELLY
1423 Lindale Street
Norman, OK 73069
ryankelly@swbell.net

Pursuing a MM in Choral Conducting
from the University of Oklahoma;
Graduate Assistant for the School of
Music and teaches the sophomore
aural skills class. Currently serving as
organist at Memorial Presbyterian
Church, Norman.

LYDIA TATE 
(Beard)
6969 Hollister 3306
Houston, TX 77040
713-996-9313
lydia@wt.net

BM in Music Education from HBU.
Currently working as the Executive
Director for a college, is active in
women’s ministry, and in Sigma Phi
Lambda– Sisters for the Lord.
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Rick Piersall is the newest full-
time addition to HBU’s Vocal Music
Department. He will teach applied
lessons, courses for voice students and
supervise the opera workshop.  Mr.
Piersall joins us from Nacogdoches,
TX, where for the past year he has
been the visiting instructor of voice
and opera at Stephen F. Austin State
University.  Prior to his appointment
at SFASU, he served as an adjunct
member of the Abilene Christian
University faculty.  His college
teaching experience also includes
private studio lessons, opera direction
and traditional classroom courses. 

Mr. Piersall’s focus for the eight
years prior to his work at ACU was
the development of his performance
career in opera.  His extensive work
in opera has provided him with great
learning experiences and has also
given him the opportunity to establish
a solid professional reputation as a
singer and as an actor.  He has
performed in dozens of operas
including: Menotti (The Consul),
Rossini (The Barber of Seville ),
Mozart (Le Nozze Di Figaro and Die
Zauberflote), Beethoven (Fidelio),
Puccini (Gianni Schicchi and La
Bohème), and Bizet (Carmen). His
concert repertoire includes Bach,
Brahms, Britten, Fauré, Handel,
Mozart and Sargon.  His awards and
honors include: Richard F. Gold
Career Grant, from the Soshanna
Foundation 1998, Finalist Dallas
Opera Career Grant from the Dallas
Opera 1995, Meadows Opera
Theater Award from Southern
Methodist University 1994 and 1995,
and First Place, Division XIV, Texoma
Region from the National Association

of Teachers of Singing, 1994.  Mr.
Piersall noted:  “My goal is to make
teaching a life-long commitment as I
strive to improve as a teacher and
singer.”

What are your goals for the
vocal department and studio?

The voice department is blessed
with a qualified, professional and
successful team.  I am looking
forward to becoming an active part of
that team.  I hope that together we
can build a reputation as an excellent
choice, not only a well founded
Christian focused education, but as a
place where the excellence of training
equals or exceeds that of much larger
programs.  If my students leave my
studio with the belief that in order to
serve our Lord and fellow man to the
best of our abilities we must strive for
excellence in all our endeavors, I have
done my part in preparing them for
their Christian walk.

Please share what led you to
join the HBU School of Music.

From the moment of my first
contact with the faculty of HBU’s
School of Music, I was drawn to
become a member of this faculty.
The opportunity to join a faculty who
believed so honestly in providing a
Christian education grounded in
excellence in all areas of a student’s
life was irresistible.  The love and
respect shown by this faculty to
colleagues, students, and guests is a
great expression of the love of Christ
professed by this University.

Please tell us about your family
and your hobbies.

My wonderful wife Pamela and I
have been married for six years.
Pamela has a degree in the Education
of the Deaf from Texas Woman’s
University.  We have no children (yet),
but we have a dog, Kyle, a ninety
pound Doberman, who does require a
lot of attention.  I love to work with
my hands and am currently restoring
my Grandparent’s upright piano.  I
have recently developed an interest in
recording and spend quite a bit of
time with my computer and various
recording software packages.
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School of Music Welcomes Mr. Rick Piersall, baritone
— by Darlene Gamiochipi
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continued on p. 15

WITH MUSIC FACULTY

This new addition to our newsletter will help you stay in contact with your former faculty.
They would love to hear from you personally.  Why not send them a note!

NAME YEARS AT HBU ADDRESSES

Dr. Don Looser* 1964-present dlooser@hbu.edu

Dr. Lew Zailer 1965-1977 lpzailer@aol.com
2210 Woodland Park
Houston, TX  77077

Dr. H. Bert Coble 1966-1967 coblevoicer@aol.com
1505 Lyle Street
Lebanon, TN  37087-3111

Ms. Ruth Strittmatter 1968-1990 2910 Country Club Blvd.
Sugar Land, TX  77478

Dr. Robert Linder 1969-1994 rlinderhaus@aol.com
24 East Broad Oaks
Houston, TX  77056

Dr. Ann Gebuhr* 1978-present agebuhr@hbu.edu

Dr. David Wehr 1979-1999 dwconducts@aol.com

Mr. Eugene Talley-Schmidt 1979-2000 eugene1@hemc.net
596 Taylor Ridge Road
Dillard, GA  30537

Ms. Nancy McCreary* 1979-present nmccreary@hbu.edu

Dr. Robert Reid 1980-2000 rareid@academicplanet.com
3519 Ashfield Drive
Houston, TX 77082

Dr. Robert Zwick 1981-1995 zwick@LCC.net
86 Creekwood Drive
Montgomery, TX  77356

Mr. Dan Kramlich* 1981-present dkramlich@hbu.edu

Dr. Sarah Rideout-Slight 1982-1994 sarjac1@hotmail.com
5873 Harrison Road
Venice, FL 34293-6835



NAME YEARS AT HBU ADDRESSES

Dr. Rhonda Furr* 1989-present rfurr@hbu.edu

Ms. Kathy Cinatl 1990-1992 cinatl@juno.com
264 McBath Street
State College, PA  16801

Ms. Colleen Mallette 1991-1994 highcdiva@aol.com
6000 Lovell
Fort Worth, TX  70116

Mr. John Hendrickson* 1992-present jhendrickson@hbu.edu

Ms. Jeanette Lombard 1994-2000 eugene1@hemc.net
596 Taylor Ridge Road
Dillard, GA  30537

Ms. Melanie Smith 1995-1998 melanie.smith@pepperdine.edu
24223 Baxter Drive
Malibu, CA  90265

Ms. Billie Hagemeier 1995-2001 tiadol@aol.com
4613 Ridgepointe Drive
The Colony, TX  75056

Dr. Richard Spitz* 1996-present rspitz@hbu.edu

Dr. John Yarrington* 1999-present jyarrington@hbu.edu

Ms. Lynda McKnight* 2000-present lmcknight@hbu.edu

Mr. Robin Roewe* 2000-present rroewe@hbu.edu

Dr. Richard Fiese* 2000-present rfiese@hbu.edu

Mr. Rick Piersall* 2002-present rpiersall@hbu.edu

*Current faculty addresses:

HBU
7502 Fondren Road
Houston, TX  77074-3298
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Plan now for HBU’s Academic Tour of

England, Scotland, Ireland

2003

16 days, June 3-18 (tentative)

Learn how you can participate in this 
life-changing experience!

Contact HBU: 281-649-3000

Dr. Furr x2306, rfurr @hbu.edu

Dr. Capes x2335, dcapes@hbu.edu
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The instrumental area
enjoyed another busy year.
Christmas Convocation this
year was conducted entirely
by student conductors for
the first time.  Instrumental
education major Brian
Moreno took the helm for
one selection.  Ryan  Kelly
(church music major)
conducted the combined
band, choir,  and audience
in a carol sing-along.  The
HBU strings added a touch
of the season with light carol
arrangements.  

The spring tour was preceded by a concert at Williams
Trace Baptist Church in Sugar Land.  The tour consisted of
four performances in Louisiana. The first stop was in Lake
Charles at Grand Cove Retirement Center, followed by a
show at Crescent City Baptist School in Metairie, at the
downtown New Orleans Mission, and Williams Boulevard
Baptist Church in Kenner.

The band was happy to welcome the chamber
orchestra on the trip.  The jazz ensemble rounded out the
program with some lively renditions of traditional sacred
selections.  The sight seeing added to the experience with
visits to historic Bourbon Street, the Aquarium of the
Americas, the Riverwalk, a Zephyrs baseball game (the
Astros AAA farm team) and even a showing of the much-
awaited premier of the new Star Wars movie.

The string players at HBU received a variety of
experiences in addition to the New Orleans tour.  During
the fall and spring quarters, they performed with the
Campanile Orchestra on the campus of Rice University. In
winter quarter, they performed with the Houston Civic
Orchestra in a concert of Wagner, Beethoven, and Dvorak.
The jazz ensemble performed two concerts this year.  They
were featured at the Houston Music Teachers Association
Festival (held on the HBU campus) and were well received
by an enthusiastic audience at University Place.

Two recent activities of HBU violin students are of
interest.  Junior Nicholas Baker performed a benefit recital
at St. James Episcopal Church in Dallas with accompanist
Ilgin Aka.  He will also fill the chair of concert master with
the Rice Campanile Orchestra this season.  Amy Price, also
a junior, released a popular music CD with her
contemporary band entitled “Buhdda Crush.” 

May of 2002 marked an end
to a very important project
regarding an addition to the HBU
music library.  Approximately
two years ago we were fortunate
enough to receive a music
donation of 300 big band
arrangements.  Many of these are
originals or out of print
arrangements of standards from
the libraries of Kenton, Basie,
Thad Jones-Mel Lewis, and
others. Unfortunately, it was in a
state of disarray when we
received it.  Through the diligent

efforts of students Candace
Garcia, Denise Butler, Kathryn

Brown, and others, we have completely sorted and
catalogued this collection.  Works from this library have
been programmed on HBU concerts over the past two
years.  I would like to thank all of you who had a part in
making this music available to HBU ensembles for many
years to come.

HBU instrumental students on Spring Tour

HBU instrumental students in New Orleans.

Departmental News

INSTRUMENTAL
— Dr. Richard Spitz
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CHORAL
— Dr. John Yarrington

Last year was a banner year for the
choral department.  Of many highlights,
two deserve special mention.  In
November, forty students went to New
York to sing Messiah with John Rutter in
Carnegie Hall.  These students were from
University Singers and Schola Cantorum
in a combined ensemble called the Choral
Union.  Schola Cantorum was selected to
sing a “Preview Concert,” but several in
that small group could not make the trip
so we were unable to do that
performance.

Visiting New York City shortly after
9/11 was memorable in itself.  Most of us
journeyed to Ground Zero which had dramatic effect for
each one of us.  We, of course, took in shows, ate
marvelous food, rehearsed with John Rutter and performed
on the stage of Carnegie Hall.  That trip will not soon be
forgotten.

During the Winter quarter, composer Morten
Lauridsen was our second Composer-in-Residence with a
full schedule of campus activities including rehearsing with
both choral groups, directing an Invitational High School

Festival, speaking to classes, all of this
culminating in a performance of Dr.
Lauridsen’s music with orchestra.  Of
that concert, Lauridsen said:  “This was
among the finest, both on a college and
professional level.  Their sense of pitch,
vocal color and interpretation of music
is very high.”  

Lauridsen said that he appreciated
the hospitality he received while at the
University.
“The students
are among the
finest people
I’ve ever

encountered.  I had the
opportunity to interact with them
in a variety of settings.  The
experience was very fulfilling and
enriching, and I felt I was treated
as a member of the HBU family.
This has been one of the
highlights of my life.”

The voice department had a productive year.  Our
incoming crop of Freshman and transfer students were
truly outstanding, making enormous contributions to the
department.  It makes us very excited for the next few
years as we watch them progress and grow in their art.
Two of the freshmen, Carrie Lelsz and John Worthen, were
semifinalists at the NATS student auditions in Waco, along
with Matthew Parker, senior.

In the Opera Workshop, we spent our year on a major
project: our production of Mozart's Cosi fan tutte in
March.  This was a big undertaking: it was the first period
opera done in several years with full sets, costumes, and
orchestra.  Most of our students had never learned a full
role, especially one fraught with Mozart recitatives, and
most had not been on stage in period costumes before.
The outcome was outstanding and the students gave strong
performances that made for a hugely entertaining evening.
Even more important, they grew and developed as artists

VOCAL
— Ms. Lynda McKnight

while having the time of their life.  The big question after
the final show was "What are we going to do next year?!"
One of the highlights of the course this year was the
opportunity for our students to work with world-renowned
Metropolitan Opera conductor Bill Weibel, who also serves
as Artistic Director of Houston's Opera in the Heights.
Mr. Weibel conducted the performances of Cosi, and
subsequently offered roles with the company to two of our
fine singers from the production.  

Another major accomplishment was the hiring of a
third full-time professor for the department.  We are
delighted that Richard Piersall will be joining us this fall.
The search process, as you know, was lengthy and difficult,
but our newest member of the team is truly worthy of any
wait we had.  Mr. Piersall comes to us full of enthusiasm
and ideas, and with his excellent abilities as a teacher and
performer, I know he will be an invaluable part of the
department.

Adrienne Fry ’00, Ryan Yarrington ’05,
Kim Daniels ’05, Donald Stubblefield ’02

Choir members attend a
musical in NYC.
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RHONDA FURR, Professor

Promoted to the rank of Professor,
Rhonda Furr was also named “Woman
of the Year” by the Association of
Woman Students at HBU. She taught a
six-week course titled “Then Sings My
Soul! Our Great Hymn Heritage” at
Grace Presbyterian Church, and led a worship service
on Worship and Music at First Baptist Church
Richmond.  She was also nominated for inclusion in
“Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.” In
addition to her work as organist at Grace
Presbyterian Church, she also was a guest organist at
other area churches.

ANN GEBUHR, Professor

Dr. Ann Gebuhr’s O’Keeffe’s
Museum, a cycle of songs on poetry of
Ragan Courtney about Georgia O’Keeffe
was premiered in Mabee Theater at
HBU, with Lynda McKnight, soprano,
Rodica Weber, violin, Jeffrey Butler, cello, and John
Hendrickson, piano.  Triptych for soprano and piano
(Lynda McKnight and Daniel Kramlich) and 2.73C
for solo alto flute/flute (Teresa Grawunder) were also
performed.  Other works performed during the year
include Meditation (on Schmücke dich) for organ solo
at conference Vespers, In Memoriam Dietrich
Bonhoeffer performed in concert by the DePauw
University Orchestra, and the first movement of her
symphony, Voyage d’Anima (Voyage of the Soul ),
performed by the Bucharest Philharmonic. She was
also awarded a Scholar in Residence Fellowship by
the Rockefeller Foundation for a month-long
residency at the Study and Conference Center in
Bellagio, Italy.  (Note: Please refer to the feature
article on Dr. Gebuhr.)

JOHN HENDRICKSON, Assistant
Professor

Last season John Hendrickson had
two highlight performances.
Hendrickson performed the
Rachmaninoff Second Concerto with
the Brazosport Symphony Orchestra, and performed
with colleague Rodica Weber, violin, in Weill Recital
Hall in New York City (Carnegie Recital Hall). This
year offers another wonderful concerto opportunity in
Cincinnati, playing the Brahm’s D minor Concerto

with the Claremont Symphony Orchestra. The HBU
faculty trio, Tre Voci, has a return engagement in
Weill Recital Hall on June 10 (Rodica Weber and
Jeffrey Butler, cello). “Anyone love New York? Come
on up and hear us!”

DAN KRAMLICH, Associate Professor

Daniel Kramlich was asked last
summer to serve as clinician at the
Houston Symphony Chorus Retreat in
Galveston.  In the fall, he served as panel
chairman during the Synthesis symposium
at HBU.  During the conference, his newly-composed
hymn (O Thou, Whose Outstretched Hand) was
premiered, and a performance of his Fanfare and
Variants for Brass Quintet was presented.  This past
September 11, he performed (with soprano Dalma
Boronkai) a world premiere of a new work by Ann
Gebuhr entitled Soliloquy at a conference at SMU in
Dallas.  The duo also performed the piece at HBU a
week later.

LYNDA MCKNIGHT, Assistant Professor

The Chair of the Vocal Department
gave birth on March 6 to a fine baby boy,
8 lb, 8 oz, 20 1/4 inches long, Chase
Sterling McKnight!  

ROBIN ROEWE, Assistant Professor

In the 2001-2002 school year, Mr. Roewe
performed the roles of Hoffmann in Les
Contes d’Hoffmann and Riccardo in Un
Ballo in Maschera with Opera in the
Heights, Houston.  He was also the tenor
soloist in Beethoven’s 9th Symphony with the
Southern Illinois Symphony, Verdi’s Requiem with the
Plano Symphony, and Haydn’s Creation with
Tallowood Baptist Church in Houston. He was the
Artist-in-Residence at Tallowood Baptist Church and
led Saturday evening worship. During the summer,
Mr. Roewe taught music with kindergarten and pre-
kindergarten children during VBS at Tallowood.  He
also volunteered as a YMCA t-ball coach on his son’s
team…GO MARINERS!  “This was, without a
doubt, one of my favorite activities during the
summer.”   He is currently preparing the role of Don
José for upcoming performances of Bizet’s Carmen
with Opera in the Heights.

Faculty Update
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RICHARD SPITZ, Associate Professor

Dr. Spitz was active as a conductor
this year with a wide variety of
ensembles.  In January he directed the
H.I.S.D. Middle School Honor Band.
He led the Houston Civic Orchestra in a
full program in February featuring HBU student Chip
Colvin as soloist on Concerto No. 2 by Beethoven.
He served as apprentice conductor with the Opera in
the Heights Opera Company, conducting a
performance of Mozart's Marriage of Figaro.  He
conducted the Houston Youth Symphony Brass
Ensemble in February and May at Rice University.
This summer he led the Texas Baptist All State Band
on the campus of East Texas Baptist University in
Marshall, TX.  He also recently worked with the
Houston Symphony at Dorothy Woods Mitchell
Pavilion.  He served as a conducting assistant on the

"Concert for Families” program.  In September he led
the Gulf Coast Concert Band in its annual "Sousa
Memorial Concert."  His performing opportunities
include: a performance with  “Spiritual to The Bone”
(Salvation Army sponsored jazz trombone choir),
with the “Alpine Express” at two festivals in Texas,
one in Georgia, and one in New Mexico, with the
Ebony Opera Company Orchestra in their production
of Mozart's Magic Flute at Miller Theater, and with
the Houston Brass and the Ronnie Renfro Big Band.
Dr. Spitz served as adjudicator for the H.I.S.D. West
District Jazz Festival, the H.I.S.D. Band Festival held
at Waltrip High School, the Katy "Klassic" Young
Band Festival held at Katy High School, and the
Music in the Parks-Astroworld Festival held at Revere
Middle School (H.I.S.D.) He also served as a clinician
for the West Houston Concert Band and Lanier
Middle School.

WINTER

December
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater

Opera Workshop Gala

16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Hinton Rotunda, Schola Cantorum

17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Elisha Fontenot, Soprano, Junior Recital 

19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:10 a.m., Sharp Gym
Christmas Convocation

January
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater 

Gebuhr, Kramlich, Witherspoon, Faculty Recital

17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m., Mabee Theater
East meets West with Tre Voci, Faculty Recital

21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Tre Voci, Faculty Recital

30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m., TBA
Vespers Service

31. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Grace Presbyterian
Winter Choral Concert, 10221 Ella Lee

February
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m., TBA

Jazz Ensemble Concert

11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Choral Performance

13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.,  TBA
Symphonic Band Concert

17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Wayne Maydwell, Piano, Senior Recital

21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Robin Roewe, Tenor, Faculty Recital

22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Chip Colvin, Piano,  Senior Recital

23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3:00 p.m., HCC Town and Country
Houston Civic Symphony Concert 

SPRING
March

14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Linda McKnight ,  Soprano, Faculty Recital

30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Houston Trumpet Ensemble, Guest Recital

April
25, 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m., Mabee Theater

Opera Workshop Production

29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Tre Voci, Faculty Recital

May 
1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater

Christina Paul, Violin, Senior Recital

2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m., TBA
Jazz Ensemble Concert

6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m., TBA
Symphonic Band Concert

9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Grace Presbyterian
Spring Choral Concert, 10221 Ella Lee

13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m., Mabee Theater
Chamber Orchestra Concert
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